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ADVERTISING ADJUSTMENT POLICY:
The Lake Geneva Regional News takes care to 
ensure your advertisement is correct. However, 
we cannot be responsible for errors in any 
advertisement beyond the first publication 
of the advertisement. In the case of error, 
adjustment is limited to the cost of that 
portion of the advertisement wherein the error 
occurred. 
The newspaper is printed in part on recycled 
paper and is recyclable.

REGIONAL NEWS STAFF
•  Special Sections Coordinator: Steve Targo
STargo@lakegenevanrews.net
•  Reporter: Dennis Hines
DHines@lakegenevanews.net

ADVERTISING
To Place an ad call Craig Grove: 262-656-6248

NEWSROOM: 262-248-8096

If you notice incorrect information, contact us at 
newsroom@lakegenevanews.net.
Corrections will run on this page.

IDENTIFICATION
Lake Geneva Regional News (USPS: 302260), 
a Lee Enterprises, Incorporated Newspaper 
— Majority shareholder, David Hoffmann, 
Hoffmann Media Group, is published weekly at 
315 Broad St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Lake Geneva, WI. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to Lake Geneva Regional 
News c/o Quad-City Times, PO BOX 1508  
Davenport, IA  52809

PRICING 
Lake Geneva Regional News is a Lee 
Enterprises Newspaper, Majority shareholder, 
David Hoffmann, Hoffmann Media Group, is 
published online daily and in print weekly. The 
subscription price includes all applicable sales 
tax. Subscribers receiving print delivery may be 

charged an additional fee for the convenience of 
having the paper delivered. You will be notified of 
the amount and frequency of any delivery charge 
at the time you register for a subscription. All 
delivery charges are subject to change. Former 
subscribers who register for a new subscription 
will be charged any balance due on their prior 
subscription in addition to the amount due 
for the new subscription. To avoid delivery 
charges, call 1-888-460-8725 to arrange pickup 
of your paper at a local distribution center. A 
nonrefundable account setup fee will be charged 
to qualifying new starts. We reserve the right 
to change your subscription rate at any time. 
Contact 1-888-460-8725 or visit lakegenevanews.
net/services to manage your subscription. 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS 
All subscription offers available at 
lakegenevanews.net, including those advertised 
through our email promotions, on-site 
messaging, social media, and any external means 
of promotion, are valid for new subscribers only. 
You must not have been a subscriber in the past 
thirty (30) days to register for a new subscription 
offer. Former subscribers who register for a new 
subscription will be charged any balance due on 
their prior subscription in addition to the amount 
due for the new subscription. You understand 
that billing and, if applicable, delivery will 
continue beyond the initial order period unless 
you cancel your subscription as detailed in the 
Cancellation paragraph. Rates may change 
after introductory offer period. There is a non-
refundable one-time account set up fee of $6.99 
for all new subscribers. 

NEWS+ SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Both existing and new subscribers have the 
option of upgrading to a News+ Subscription, 
which offers Ad-Free unlimited digital access to 
lakegenevanews.net on any device, including 
our mobile app. By ‘Ad-Free,’ we mean News+ 
subscribers’ reading experience on our Site 
will be free from disruption by internet-only 
advertising (such as banner, pop-up or search-
related advertisements). 

Ad-Free does not extend to third-party content 
to which News+ subscribers may be taken by 

clicking on a link, by reading our content on a 
social media platform or by listening to a podcast 
accessible on our Site. News+ subscribers will 
continue to have access to certain paid content 
that is traditionally part of a newspaper’s print 
content (such as the Classified Advertising that 
appears when you click on links to Buy & Sell or 
Marketplace), much of which is now provided by 
our partners on third-party websites (such as 
Contests, Homes, Jobs and Obituaries), as well 
as to advertisements in the print edition that 
can only been seen by clicking on the link to the 
E-Edition (which is a pdf of the print edition). 
News+ subscribers who scroll through our feed 
on third-party platforms (such as Facebook, 
Instagram or X/Twitter) will continue to see paid 
messages posted by those platforms. 

News+ subscribers who opt in, or have opted 
in, to receive emailed newsletters from us will 
continue to receive paid content with those 
email messages. News+ subscribers who click 
on the link to Brand Ave. Studios on our Site 
will continue to have access to the paid content 
provided by that site. 

AUTO-RENEWAL, CANCELLATION, REFUND, 
AND SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL POLICY 
If you register for EZ Pay or debit banking (ACH) 
payments, your Digital Only or Digital+Print 
subscription service (your “Subscription”) 
will automatically renew. On the last day of 
your current term (your “Renewal Date”), 
your Subscription will automatically renew for 
the same length of time, at the then-current 
Subscription rate, which we may change in our 
discretion, unless you choose to cancel more 
than twenty-one (21) days before your Renewal 
Date (your “Cancellation Date”). YOU MAY 
CANCEL YOUR SUBSCRIPTION BY EMAILING 
US WITH THE SUBJECT LINE “CANCEL” AT 
custservice@lakegenevanews.net OR CALLING 
US AT 1-888-460-8725. YOU MAY ALSO BE 
ABLE TO CANCEL ONLINE DEPENDING ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION – PLEASE CHECK YOUR SETTINGS 
IN YOUR ACCOUNT DASHBOARD TO SEE IF THIS 
OPTION IS AVAILABLE TO YOU. 

Prior to the Cancellation Date, we will send you 
a notice reminding you about the renewal of 

your Subscription. Subscribers who prefer to 
receive paper renewal notices in the mail will be 
charged $9.99 for each renewal notice; this fee 
is waived for subscribers who sign up to receive 
their renewal notices via email. If you wish to 
receive renewal notices via email, please contact 
us at custservice@lakegenevanews.net or call 
1-888-460-8725. 

IF YOU DO NOT AFFIRMATIVELY CANCEL YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION BEFORE YOUR CANCELLATION 
DATE, YOU WILL BE CHARGED FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL TERM FOR THE SUBSCRIPTION YOU 
INITIALLY SELECTED AT THE RATES IN EFFECT AT 
THE TIME OF RENEWAL. 

If you have provided us with a valid credit card 
number or an alternate payment method saved 
in your account, and you have not cancelled by 
your Cancellation Date, your Subscription will 
be automatically processed up to fourteen (14) 
days in advance of your Renewal Date, and the 
payment method you provided to us at or after 
the time of your initial Subscription purchase will 
be charged. For current subscribers who convert 
to EZ Pay, any balance due will be charged to the 
payment method on file at the time of the switch. 

We reserve the right to change your Subscription 
rate at the next renewal period. In addition, we 
may from time to time modify or cease providing 
certain Subscription tiers and offers.  If your 
Subscription is no longer available at the time 
of renewal, your account will automatically be 
assigned to the most similar Subscription then 
available, and we will notify you of its terms 
and pricing. All such changes will become 
effective on your next renewal date following any 
modification to our Subscription tiers. 

If you are not satisfied with your Subscription 
rate or service, you may cancel your Subscription 
at any time. No refunds will be returned if 
remainder of the Subscription term is under 
thirty (30) days. The refund amount of any 
balance over $35.00 will be returned minus an 
early termination fee of $35.00. No refunds for 
Digital Only subscriptions are provided. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

If you register for a subscription plan, you are 
subject to the Auto-Renewal, Cancellation, 
Refund and Paper Renewal Policy described 
above, as well as the additional terms and 
conditions set forth below. 

Certain Subscription tiers may include print 
delivery. Print delivery is limited to our 
designated delivery area only. If your delivery 
address is outside our designated area, you will 
be notified during the registration process that 
you are not eligible for print delivery. 

All Digital Only and Digital+Print Subscriptions 
include unlimited digital access, but there may 
be links to content on other websites owned by 
our parent company that can be accessed only 
through an additional paywall. In such cases, 
your Subscription to content behind a separate 
paywall will be governed by any additional 
terms that are associated therewith. To access 
these benefits, you must first provide your 
email address, register with lakegenevanews.
net/services, and activate your account 
online. To activate your digital account, visit 
lakegenevanews.net/activate. 

Certain Digital subscription offers may include 
delivery of one or more complimentary Print 
issues of our publication. The type and frequency 
of any complimentary Print delivery will be 
disclosed to you at the time of registration and 
will not incur a delivery charge. Only users 
within our designated delivery area are eligible 
to receive a complimentary Print issue. You may 
cancel the complimentary Print issue at any time. 

You can manage your account at 
lakegenevanews.net/services. 

VACATION POLICY 
Subscribers on a Digital+Print subscription may 
place a vacation hold on print delivery. Vacation 
holds up to thirty (30) days will continue to 
bill at regular rate while full digital access is 
maintained. Extended vacations of thirty-one 
(31) days or more will not incur charges and all 
Subscription benefits will be suspended during 
that time.

FROM PAGE ONE & NEWS

KAITLYN HUPP 
khupp@lakegenevanews.net

Two Geneva Lakes Family 
YMCA girls 12U softball teams 
came together on July 20 to sell 
lemonade and baked goods to 
raise money for the legacy fund 
being created in honor of 10-year-
old Kate Schmidt.

On July 3, a severe storm tore 
through Walworth County and 
Schmidt was one of three children 
who drown when the boat they 
were on capsized on Geneva Lake.

While Schmidt was from Illi-
nois, the YMCA softball teams 
came together to support the fund 
and raised $2,634.72 in her honor.

“We’re trying to instill a love 
of softball, love of community, 
love of, you know, helping other 
people in the girls,” said Brigette 
Kutschman, one of the teams’ 
coaches. “So, we’re trying to help 
one family’s heartbreak, we’re 
trying to give them some hope. 
That’s what our mission is here 
today.”

Kutschma said that the girls 
on the team were immediately 
excited for the opportunity to 
help, whether that be baking, 
making signs or bringing some-
thing to be able to help because 
sports unite everyone.

“We’ve had a couple real hot 
days, and our mission has been, 
like, OK, you know, there’s one 
little girl who isn’t able to play it 
today, so let’s go out there, and 
then their frowns just turn upside 
down when you put it in your per-
spective,” Kutschma said. “So, it’s 
taught them, I think hopefully, it’s 
taught them a lot about giving 
back, and how grateful we are for 
this opportunity to play sports.”

The teams have put commu-
nity first for most of the summer 
by volunteering to play against 
the Dream Teams, showing that 
teams can become more united, 
and using what they are learn-
ing to propel their softball skills, 
Kutschma said.

“Sports is not just about the 
wins and the losses, but it’s 
about this kind of stuff, helping 

each other,” Kutschma said. “Our 
motto is someone’s down, help 

them up. Someone’s got to give 
them a high five, and that’s what 
each and every of these other girls 
has been doing this year.”

Kutschma said it was really 
special to meet Schmidt’s grand-
mother, who attended the event, 
gave them a plaque featuring Kate 
to display on their table and hopes 
that the family can feel a little bit 
of hope and love from the com-
munity during this difficult time.

“After something like this hap-
pens, it’s like everybody’s heart’s 
breaking,” Kutschma said. “It’s 
like, what can you do? You can 
do nothing. You literally cannot 
do anything. But then we started 
thinking of how can we, if even a 
minuscule amount, how can we 
help? And then that’s what this 
kind of arose out of.”

The family of Schmidt set up 
the fund on GoFundMe to help 
other children who might not be 
able to afford sports and allow 
Schmidt’s legacy to continue on 
for others.

12U Softball teams raise $2,600 for Kate Schmidt legacy fund

KAITLYN HUPP, KHUPP@LAKEGENEVANEWS.NET‌

Two Geneva Lakes 12U softball teams worked together to create a 
lemonade stand and bake sale to raise money for the Kate Schmidt 
Memorial fund.

A pavement resurfacing proj-
ect from Highway 120/Edwards 
Boulevard to Grand Geneva Way 
also will be conducted in 2028.

Other work is set to include 
curb ramp reconstruction, 
drainage improvements, pave-
ment marking replacement 
and rapid flashing beacon light 
installation, as well as installing 
new traffic signal equipment at 
the intersections of Main and 
Cook streets, Main and Wells 
streets, Main and Broad streets, 
Main Street and Edwards Bou-
levard, Main and Center streets 
and Main Street and the High-
way 12 interchange.

A detour route will include 
areas of Forest Street, Dodge 
Street and Broad Street.

City Administrator Dave De 
Angelis said residents still will 
have access to their homes and 
downtown business owners 
still will have access to their 
establishments.

“On the section of Main Street 
that is going to be closed, there’s 
going to be times when you’re 
not going to be able to get exactly 
where you need to go,” De Ange-
lis said. “But for the most part, 
you’re still going to be able to get 
to your house if you live in that 
section.”

Some of the paving work will 
be conducted during the night-
time hours.

“They prefer to do it at night 
because there’s less people 

running around and there’s less 
hassle and they can get the work 
done a lot quicker and it’s less 
disruptive to everybody who 
lives in the neighborhoods,” De 
Angelis said.

Communication is key
The city and G. Moxie Com-

munications of Elm Grove will 
provide updated information 
during the project through web-
sites, social media sites, news-
letters and email messages.

“We will be coordinating and 
meeting with the contractor to 
understand what the sched-
ule is, and we will be preparing 
updates for your neighbor-
hood or your specific business,” 
Laura Goranson, president of G. 
Moxie Communications, said. 
“The construction is going to 
be inconvenient, but it’s going 
to be great when it’s done and 
it’s needed.”

What is next
The Wisconsin Department 

of Transportation will begin 
accepting bids for the project 
in October and award a contract 
in December. The project could 
begin in February 2027.

Additional informational 
meetings are scheduled for 
6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16 and 
Dec. 9 at City Hall, 626 Geneva 
St.

More information about the 
project is available at www.city-
oflakegeneva.gov.

Project
From A1

Storm cleanup work also has 
begun at Oak Hill Cemetery.

Debris in the parks
Downed branches and trees have 

been reported in several city parks, 
which could take several weeks to 
clear.

Samuel Donian Wetland Nature 
Preserve, located near Main Street 
and Lake Shore Drive, has been 
closed to the public.

“We have it taped off. Nobody 
should be in there, but we all know 
how that works,” De Angelis said. 
“We were out clearing branches 
and there was a group of people 
sitting on their blankets not 30 feet 
away, and that’s when we asked the 

police to come and help clear the 
park.”

De Angelis said that because 
crews have been busy clearing 
storm debris, they have not been 
able to work on other projects such 
as grass mowing.

“There’s a lot of that stuff that 
we’re going to have to jump back 
at and start going to right after we 
finish the first round of brush col-
lection,” De Angelis said.

Volunteers needed
Residents also can contact the 

Disaster Response Team if they are 
in need of assistance or are inter-
ested in volunteering.

“As this goes on, people are 
going to start to realize that they 
don’t have either the physical 
wherewithal or the monetary 
wherewithal to be able to do some 

of this work,” De Angelis said. “So 
if you hear of that, please get them 
in touch with the folks from DRT.”

Disaster Response Team mem-
bers also are accepting mone-
tary donations, and donations of 
equipment such as ropes, rakes, 
brooms, trash bags, bug spray, 
tools, wheelbarrows, work gloves, 
safety gear and sunscreen.

For more information, call 262-
308-1105 or email response@
widrt.org.

Mayor Todd Krause said it could 
take several weeks before the storm 
damage is completely cleared.

“We just ask for your patience,” 
he said. “We’re looking at probably 
another three to four weeks to get 
the city back to normal.”

For updated information about 
the storm, visit www.cityoflake-
geneva.gov.

Storm
From A1

about 300 people and feature 
a restaurant, bar and banquet 
rooms. The supper club would 
employ 50-80 workers.

Hoiland said he is concerned 
that a proposed access point from 
Interchange North across Sage 
Street would increase traffic issues 
in that area and asked if Scotney 
considered acquiring other nearby 
properties for access to and from 

the supper club.
“Interchange North is a corridor 

and it’s only going to get busier,” 
Hoiland said.

Scotney said he met with several 
engineers who determined that 
the area near Sage Street is the best 
location for an access point.

Attorney Nicholas Egert, rep-
resenting Scotney, said Walworth 
County officials have approved 
that area as an access point for the 
supper club.

“That access has been grated 
by the county,” Egert said. “Their 

engineers have quite literally 
signed off on it.”

City Attorney Dan Draper said 
Lake Geneva officials cannot 
require a property owner to pur-
chase other parcels of property.

“It’s almost 90% irrelevant 
whether or not he sought other 
properties for access to the prop-
erty,” Draper said. “He’s got a right 
to have access to his property off 
his frontage.”

Fesenmaier said she would 
like more information about 
the project before voting on the 

conditional use permit.
“I don’t think we’ve answered 

all the questions,” Fesenmaier 
said.

A general development plan and 
precise implementation plan has 
to be approved by the City Council 
members before the supper club 
may be constructed.

In other business, the council:
 � Approved a massage estab-

lishment renewal application filed 
by Element Massage Studio.

 � Approved a temporary “Class 
B” beer and “Class B” wine license 

application filed by St. Francis de 
Sales Parish for the Fall Festival 
Celebrating Family on Sept. 27.

 � Approved a conditional use 
permit filed by Chris and Lisa 
Cardwell to construct an addition 
to a single-family home at 816 
Pinetree Lane.

 � Approved a 2026 traffic signal 
preventive maintenance contract 
with Traffic and Parking Control 
Company, LLC.

 � Approved Mayor Todd 
Krause’s appointment of Beth 
Kreoning as weed commissioner.

Permit
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The Disaster Response Team 
is operating its Geneva Area 
Disaster Assistance Center 
remotely.

As part of the transition, the 
Geneva Area Disaster Assistance 
Center will no longer oper-
ate out of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 700 N. Bloomfield 

Road in Lake Geneva.
Clean-up and recovery efforts 

from a storm that hit the area on 
July 3 will continue.

Response team members are 
still seeking volunteers to help 
remove debris from roadways, 
operate chainsaws, operate heavy 
equipment and perform general 
maintenance work.

Volunteers primarily will work 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
during the upcoming weeks.

Volunteer registration will now 
take place at designated work 
locations, with a centralized 

meeting location being 
announced during each workday 
where volunteers will check in, 
receive assignments, complete 
registration if needed and attend 
a safety briefing before traveling 
to their worksites.

The Disaster Response 
Team also is accepting dona-
tions of clean-up supplies and 
equipment.

Residents who are interested 
in volunteering or who are still 
need of storm clean-up assis-
tance can call 262-308-1105 or 
email response@widrt.org.

Disaster Assistance Center now operating remotely
Volunteers for 
storm clean-up 
efforts still needed


